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desire to see soon a long peace, for I don't dare to
think of the moment when my husband shall return

to the battle-field."

Marie Louise was very anxious for peace. She
desired it for herself, for her husband, for her son,
for her father, for her two countries, France and Aus-
tria. The Countess of Montesquiou, the governess
of the King of Rome, added these words to the prayer
which the Prince Imperial repeated every evening be-
fore going to sloop: "() (Sod ! fill papa with a desire
to make peace for UK* happiness of France and of us
all! " One evening when Napoleon was in his son's
room, he heard the little Prince stammering out this
prayer, and he began to smile. Alas! when the
Emperor tenderly gazed on the boy sleeping in his
cradle, why did he not think of all the mothers whom
his headstrong ambition was to deprive of their sons?
How could fatherly love, that deep and gentle feeling,
be reconciled with such disdain of human lives sac-
rificed for a doubtful glory and for such short-lived
plans ?